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SUBJECT: 'TEAR-GASSING" OF WESTERN JOURNALISTS 

1 . DEPARTMENT IS AWARE FROM WIRE SERVICES OF ALLEGED TEARGASSING 
OF TWO WESTERN JOURNALISTS IN PRAGUE. THEY ARE PIERRE REQUETTE OF 
REUTERS AND PHILLIPE DE BEUSCHERE OF AFP, BOTH STATIONED HERE. AS 
THEY HAVE TOLD THE STORY TO US, THEY WENT EVENING OF MARCH 

3 TO HOME OF CHARTER 77 SPOKESMEN JIRI HAJEK TO TRY TO 
DETERMINE WHEREABOUTS OF ANOTHER CHARTER SPOKESMAN, JAN PATOCKA, 
WHO WAS SEEN BEING TAKEN AWAY FROM HIS HOME IN A POLICE VEHICLE. 
ARRIVING AT HAJEK S HOUSE THEY FOUND THREE UNIFORMED POLICEMEN 
BLOCKING THE ENTRANCE GATE. THEY TRIED TO GET AROUND THE POLICEMEN, 
WHO 

THEN GRABBED ONE OF THEM AND TRIED TO FORCE HIM INTO A POLICE 
CAR. IN ENSUING STRUGGLE ONE OF THE POLICEMEN PULLED OUT A SMALL 
CANISTER AND SPRAYED IT IN THE FACES OF THE TWO CORRESPONDENTS. 

THE SPRAY CAUSED THEM TO BREAK INTO TEARS. AFTER AN EXCHANGE 
OF WORDS, THEY WERE ALLOWED TO LEAVE. NOTABLY, REQUETTE HAD 
SUFFICIENTLY RECOVERED FROM GASSING TWO HOURS AFTER INCIDENT TO 
ATTEND SOCIAL EVENT AT CANADIAN EMBASSY AND DE BEUSCHERE REPORTED 
NO LASTING ILL EFFECTS IN CONVERSATION ON MORNING AFTER INCIDENT. 

2. COMMENT: EMBOFF WITH EXPERIENCE WITH US TEAR GASES, SUCH AS 
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CS, POINTS OUT THAT IF POLICE HAD USED A SIMILAR AGENT THE 
CORRESPONDENTS WOULD NOT HAVE RECOVERED AS QUICKLY AS THEY DID. 
WE NOTE ALSO THAT THE CORRESPONDENTS APPARENTLY TRIED TO GET 
PAST UNIFORMED OFFICERS ASSIGNED TO KEEP VISITORS AWAY FROM 
HAJEK AND ACTING WITH LEGAL AUTHORITY. WHILE STATIONING OF 
POLICE IN FRONT OF DISSIDENT S HOUSE AND TRYING TO KEEP JOURNALISTS 
AWAY FITS IN WITH PATTERN OF HARASSMENT USED BY THIS REGIME, 
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WE ADVISE DEPARTMENT TO BE CAUTIOUS IN COMMENTING ON INCIDENT, SINCE 
THIS MAY BE ONE CASE IN WHICH GOC WAS NOT DELIBERATELY 
HARASSING JOURNALISTS IN TREATING THEM AS IT DID. IF CASE 
BECOMES PRESS CAUSE CELEBRE, IT WILL ONLY FURTHER WORSEN 
CONDITIONS FOR JOURNALISTS HERE AS GOC REACTS DEFENSIVELY. 

BYRNE 
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